
Page 1 of 2 

KN³kmμaFikarnayk 
       BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
elak Fn saray 
Mr. THUN Saray 

CatMNagTI1  nig 
RbFan ADHOC 

elakRsI G‘ug can;ful 
Ms. ONG Chanthol 

CatMNagTI2 nig 
nayika CWCC 

elak ywm b:U 
Mr. YIM Po GKÁhirBaØik 
nignayk CCPCR 

elak suk sMeGOn 
Mr. SOK Sam Oeun 

nayk CDP 

elak eyog vNÑa  
Mr. YEANG Vanna 

RbFan KKKHRA 

elak CIv yUem:g 
Mr. CHIV You Meng 

RbFan KYA 

elakRsI Bwg yk;ehob 
Ms. PEUNG Yok Hiep  

nayika LAC 

elak yg; KimeGg 
Mr. YONG Kim Eng 

RbFan PDP Center 

elak sIul vIenRt 
Mr. SIL Vinet  

nayk SEDOC 

elak TUc Tum<  
Mr. TOUCH Tum 

nayk VIGILANCE 

elakRsI TIv saraeyt 
Ms. TIV Sarayet 

 shnayika WMC 
elak muM sarin 
Mr. MOM Sarin 
 

elak PYg siT§i 
Mr. PHUONG Sith 

\sSrCn 

elak sWn Est 
Mr. SEN Set  

\sSrCn 

 

 
 

P.R./No 13/07 COMFREL/M.U. 
 

Press Release 
On 

2nd Preliminary Results of Observation of Voter List Cleaning Process in 2007 
 

Phnom Penh, August 1, 2007 

 
The Committee for Free and Fair Elections in Cambodia (COMFREL) issued the 1st 

Preliminary Results of Observation of the Voter List Cleaning Process on July 20, 2007. The 
2nd Preliminary Results, of observation lasting from July 20-31, 2007, show that some 
COMFREL-observed communes, where irregularities showed up in the first observation, 
were normalizing. Contrarily, new irregularities with the potential to impact the 
effectiveness of the voter list cleaning process and to lead to the loss of the right to 
vote showed up in some communes/sangkats, including those observed by COMFREL. 

 
The following are examples of some irregularities taking place in the communes/ 

sangkats where COMFREL has been deploying observers. It is likely that similar irregularities 
are happening in many other commune/sangkats. 
  - Observation found that some commune/sangkat council members and clerks 
were not really fulfilling their tasks as assigned by the National Election Committee (NEC), 
instead carrying out activities to persuade other political parties’ activists to defect to their 
party. It seems that, in Tuol Snuol commune, Kroch Chhmar district, Kampong Cham 
province, the Cambodian People’s Party’s (CPP) commune councilors and commune clerk, 
when on duty, persuaded Sam Rainsy Party (SRP), FUNCINPEC1 and Norodom Ranariddh 
Party (NRP) activists to defect to the CPP, explaining that it is better to defect to the CPP; working 
for other [political parties] receives no income for the family and wastes time and money; moreover, those 
political parties no longer have power. If the CPP wins [the elections] there will be incentives and a party for 
activists. 
 

- There were cases of those in charge not paying attention to the work or not 
trying to extract the names of voters to be removed. Such cases occurred in Bansay Rak 
commune, Samrong district, Oddar Meanchey province, regarding 77 soldiers of Division 42 
and staff members of the Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) and the HALO Trust 
(both demining groups), who were already known by all local authorities to have moved away 
permanently after 2006 (after completing their duties). The commune chief said that these 
names were very few. In one case, a commune clerk was absent without reason; tasks assigned 
by the NEC to the clerk was given to the commune chief’s son by the commune chief. This 
case happened in Prey Kla commune, Prey Veng district/province. 

 
- There are still cases of obstruction to voters’ rights, as names of disabled persons 

were extracted. In Kbal Hong commune, Kandeang district, Pursat province, the village 
chief and commune councilors extracted the name of Chhon Yu, a 60-year-old woman with a 
broken leg, explaining that it was very difficult for her to go to vote. 

                                                
1 Front Uni National pour un Cambodge Indépendant, Neutre, Pacifique et Coopératif, or National United Front 
for an Independent, Neutral, Peaceful and Cooperative Cambodia. 
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-  There were cases of extracting names of temporary migrants. Such cases happened in 
Chamkar Chek and Kroch villages of Sras Raing commune, Chung Kork and Beoung Klang villages of 
Ta Lom commune (all in Mongkol Borei district, Banteay Meanchey province) and Svay Dongkom and 
Slor Krom communes of Siem Reap district/province. Such people had migrated to other places in 
Cambodia or to Thailand to find jobs. 

 
Based on the above findings, COMFREL would like to offer additional recommendations as follows: 

 
- There is a need to assign an independent group to audit widely the extracted names by randomly 

selecting voter names, to ensure the accuracy of the voter names extraction. COMFREL is 
planning to carry out such a task in communes/sangkats where COMFREL observers are 
deployed. 

 
- It is necessary to instruct village chiefs to order deputy village chiefs, village assistants and group 

leaders (if any) to post the list of removed voter names at the village chief’s and other villagers’ 
houses in various points around the village so that voters can verify the situation for themselves. 
 

 During the 2006 voter list cleaning and the revision of the 2007 voter list, lasting from July 12 to 
August 3, 2007, COMFREL deployed 94 observers in 165 communes/sangkats, in particular in urban 
areas, in 24 provinces/municipalities. 
 

COMFREL’s mission is to help to create an informed and favorable democratic climate (1) for free and fair 
elections through lobbying and advocacy to establish a permanent and suitable legal framework; education to inform 
citizens of their rights; and monitoring activities that both discourage irregularities and provide comprehensive data to 
enable an objective, non-partisan assessment to be made of the election process, and (2) for the general public to fully 
understand democratic processes not just before elections but after and between them. It 
arranges, towards this end, educational sessions and public forums to encourage citizens to participate in politics 
and decision making. It encourages constructive advocacy and lobbying for electoral reforms that increase the accountability 
of elected officials. Finally, by providing comprehensive observation and monitoring it enables objective, non-partisan 
assessments to be made on the progress of commitment made in political platforms and on the performance of elected 
officials. 

 
For detailed information, please contact: 
 
- Mr. KOY Chandarith, COMFREL’s Head of Media Unit  012 846 211 
- Mr. MAR Sophal, COMFREL’s Head of Monitoring Unit  012 845 091 


