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Committee for Free and Fair Elections in Cambodia

Phnom Penh, 23" February 2016

Press Release

‘Assessment and Voters’ Score Card on the Second Year Fulfillment of Political
Platform of the Fifth Mandate of Government’

During the second year of the fifth mandate of the National Assembly (NA), the Royal
Government of Cambodia (RGC) led by the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) has fully fulfilled 6
(37.5%) of 16 political platforms with precise indicators. They are: annual 7% economic growth, annual
1% poverty reduction, halting of economic land concessions, transportation policy creation, an increase
in foreign tourists, and the creation of a national policy related to jobs and careers.

While another seven political platforms related to water for family fishing, land title registration,
national housing policy design, people’s access to running water, village electricity supplies, secondary
school construction in all communes, and one million tons of rice exports in 2015, have only been partly
fulfilled or/and implemented by the RGC. Three political platform promises have been implemented, but
when compared to the previous performance the RGC is unlikely to fulfill them. For example, these
include maintenance of existing forest cover, and implementation of retirement allowance in the private

thuriulBlams s moupsfive

n% sector and improvement of rural roads.

z

’i For the second year, voters’ score card on the fulfillment of political platform with imprecise
gn, indicators, 26% of participants are satisfied, 62% of them are partly satisfied, while 12% are not
% satisfied. Looking at the score of each of the four sectors, it can be shown that the first sector on national
Z defence security and public order is satisfied by 28% of participants, partly satisfied by 58% and not
é* satisfied by 13%.The second sector on improvement of public administration, decentralization and
5 deconcentration, law and justice, and anti-corruption activities is satisfied by 26% of participants, partly
%gé satisfied by 60% and not satisfied by 13%. The third sector on economic development is satisfied by
= 22% of participants, partly satisfied by 66% and not satisfied by 10%. And the last sector on
g development of education, health, labor, culture and social affairs is satisfied by 27% of participants,
‘% partly satisfied by 62% and not satisfied by 9% of them.

To compare with the score card results in Phnom Penh in 2014,where the method of scoring is
the same to 2015, in 2015 the number of participants dissatisfied decreases from 55% in 2014 to 50%,
while the number of participants partly satisfied increases from 35% to 40%. As the result 5% of
participants in Phnom Penh turn from dissatisfied to partly satisfied in 2015, while the percentage of
participants satisfied with the fulfillment of RGC remains the same.

Looking at the 2015 national budget, the RGC planned to spend US $3,758 million 16% of
which is not allocated. The RGC planned to allocate 27.82% of the budget to social affairs, 16.24% to
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national defence, security and public order, 28.57% to the economic sector, and 11.18% to general
administration. Among the four sectors, the expenditure on the economic sector is the highest.

It is noted that fulfillment of national defence, security and public order sector is the most not-
satisfied of the four sectors. 13% of participants are not satisfied with the fulfillment, while the RGC
planned to spend 16.24% of national budget which is the third highest amount.

By the second year of the fifth mandate, the number of cabinet members categorized in law on
preparation and functioning of cabinet remains the same when compared to the previous year. However,
the number of undersecretary of state has increased by 28 in 15 ministries, and Royal Government of
Cambodia’s advisor ranked as members of the cabinet has increased by 43, while only five had been
fired (three undersecretaries of state and two RGC’s advisors)

By September 2015, RGC had issued 1,222 sub degrees and 75 announcements. Around 05% of
sub degrees concerned the transferring of public property to the private property of state, transferring of
budget and taking land out from area of forest cover and economic concessions. The reamainder
concered the awarding of of medals commendations and the promotion of government officials.

The report on the Assessment and Voters’ Score Card on the Second Year Fulfillment of the
Political Platform of the Fifth Mandate of Government compiled by COMFREL is based on analysis of
existing primary data from NGO, INGO, press agencies and national institutions for making an
assessment on the fulfillment of political platforms with precise indicator. For an assessment on
fulfillment of the political platform with imprecise indicators, 24 voters’ score card forums were
conducted in 24 capital/provinces with approximately 797 participants. 33 points with imprecise
indicator found in political platform were scored twice'.

The political platform of the fifth mandate government is categorized into four main sectors: 1:
National defence, security and public order, 2: Improvement of public administration, decentralization
and deconcentration, law and justice, and anti-corruption activities, 3: Development of economics and 4:
Development of education, health, labor, culture and social affairs.

For Further information please contact:

1. Mr. Koul Panha Executive Director 01294 20 17
2. Mr. Korn Savang Senior Program Officer, Monitoring Unit 01188 48 40
3. Mr. Sean Bunrith ~ Monitoring Officer 089 21 2110
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! Political platforms with imprecise indicator is first scored with participant’s knowledge and second scored with not only the

their knowledge but also information of fulfillment of them from the speaker.
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* Cambodia: Country Poverty Analysis 2014, Asian Development Bank (ADB), 2014, at 4-5.

® Id., at 5. See also Basic Statistics 2014, Economics and Research Department, The Asian Development Bank (ADB), April 2014, at 2-6.
’ ADB Report on Basic Statistics 2015 isussed April 2015, page 2

& World Bank report on Cambodia Economic Update issued April 2015 Page 14

? http://www.rfa.org/khmer/news/social-economy/hunger-report-10192015070951.html
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1% Sypranote 10, at 21.

'S Fishery Reform on the Tonle Sap Lake: risks and opportunities for innovation, 17(2), June 2013 at 1, Cambodia Development Review,
(CDRI).

!¢ Sub-decree No. 35 on cancellation of fishing lots in Kandal, Kampong Cham, Prey Veng and Takeo provinces for fish sanctuaries. Phnom
Penh: Royal Government of Cambodia; RGC [Royal Government of Cambodia]. (2012b). Sub-decree No. 37 on cancellation of fishing lots in
six provinces surrounding Tonle Sap Lake in Battambang, Banteay Meanchey, Siem Reap, Pursat, Kampong Chhnang and Kampong Thom
provinces for family-scale fishing activity and fish sanctuaries. Phnom Penh: Royal Government of Cambodia. See also Il Oeur, Mam Kosal,
Kim Sour and Blake D. Ratner (2014), Innovations to strengthen aquatic resource governance on Cambodia’s Tonle Sap Lake, Program
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2 mﬁﬁﬁﬁ 6.50 19.40 45.20 22.60 6.50 4.30 6.40 55.30 25.50 8.50
3 fndmny 28.60 42.90 17.90 10.70 0.00 12.00 64.00 20.00 0.00 4.00
4 ﬁnﬁ@ﬁ 9.50 28.60 28.60 28.60 4.80 9.50 28.60 28.60 33.30 0.00
5 ﬁﬂﬁf{:j 13.30 40.00 23.30 20.00 3.30 16.70 56.70 23.30 3.30 0.00
6 AN 0.00 12.00 56.00 24.00 8.00 0.00 24.00 60.00 16.00 0.00
7 Rt 6.70 50.00 40.00 3.30 0.00 13.80 37.90 44.80 3.40 0.00
8 fiflne 0.00 0.00 41.70 58.30 0.00 0.00 33.30 50.00 16.70 0.00
9 {niGe 4.20 25.00 33.30 16.70 20.80 4.30 34.80 21.70 21.70 17.40
10 Hﬂ:ﬂmﬁ? 2.90 5.70 25.70 57.10 8.60 3.30 3.30 50.00 40.00 3.30
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23 aﬁﬁﬂSﬁ,[ﬁ 0.00 8.00 40.00 36.00 16.00 0.00 4.20 66.70 20.80 8.30
24 3] hﬁj 58.10 32.30 9.70 0.00 0.00 53.10 37.50 6.30 3.10 0.00
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24 ﬁjhuj 60.50 33.88 4.85 0.00 0.80 52.35 39.83 6.28 1.55 0.00
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Voters give government mixed marks
Wed, 24 February 2016
Vong Sokheng

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/voters-give-government-mixed-marks

Prime Minister Hun Sen raises his voting ballot and poses for the media at a polling station on election
day in 2013. Hong Menea

Just a quarter of Cambodian voters are fully satisfied with the government’s efforts to deliver on its
promises thus far in the fifth mandate, though more than half rated themselves partly so, according to the
results of a nationwide survey conducted by election watchdog Comfrel.

In a series of focus groups held last year across 24 provinces, Comfrel assessed the level of satisfaction
voters had with the government’s ability to deliver on 16 planks of its election platform — from
maintaining 7 per cent economic growth to creating a transportation policy to building schools.

The survey of nearly 800 voters found that 26 per cent of people were completely satisfied with the
government’s efforts, while 62 per cent were partly satisfied and 12 per cent were not satisfied.

—Accating to the numbers, people are still not satisfied with the government’s implementation of their
political platform,” Comfrel executive director Koul Panha said at the launch of the results yesterday.
—This is the opinion of the voters and we wanted to encourage the voters to have influence on the
government.”

Using data gathered from NGOs, media agencies and national institutions, Comfrel also declared
yesterday that the government has so far fulfilled six of the 16 pledges, including a 1 per cent annual
reduction in poverty, a halt to the issuance of economic land concessions and the creation of a national
jobs policy.

However, other initiatives relating to such things as supplying of electricity to villages, land title
registration and a national housing policy had only been partly fulfilled.

Ruling Cambodian People’s Party spokesman Sok Eysan defended his party yesterday, saying that the
government would make good on its promises over time. —Tie government has been working step by
step in accordance with its strategy plan, and some factors depend on human resources and technical
issues that cannot be fully fulfilled in accordance with our desire.”
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Breaking down the survey by its four broader components, the percentage of satisfaction in each sub-
section more or less mirrored the final outcome. The components included decentralisation,
strengthening law and order and curbing corruption; economic development; education, health and
labour; and defence.

Kem Monovithya, deputy public affairs head for the opposition CNRP, said yesterday that little had
changed in the current mandate from the CPP’s political platforms of the past. —Youget the same
products, except now they’re branded differently and more aggressively,” she said.

Voters want change related to social justice and inclusive development, she added, and her party would
address this via judicial reforms, clamping down on corruption and modernising the agriculture sector.

Ou Virak, founder of the think tank Future Forum, said the government lacked the political will to
engage in substantial reforms, particularly of the courts, which are —weak and corrupted”.

Additional reporting by Daniel de Carteret
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Government Achieved Less Than 40 Percent of 2015 Policy Targets
BY KANG SOTHEAR | FEBRUARY 24, 2016

HTTPS:/WWW.CAMBODIADAILY.COM/NEWS/GOVERNMENT-ACHIEVED-LESS-
THAN-40-PERCENT-OF-2015-POLICY-TARGETS-108903/

The government fully achieved 6 out of 16 measureable policy targets last year, according to a
re-port re—leased by the Committee for Free and Fair Elections (Com—frel) on Tuesday.

The fulfilled targets included 7 percent annual economic growth, 1 percent poverty reduction, an
increase in foreign tourists and the creation of a national jobs policy, according to Comfrel.

Targets related to access to running water, electrification in villages and schooling had only been —petly
ful—filled,” while the remaining three platform promises were unmet—and unlikely to be achieved
anytime soon—said a state—ment released with the report.

—Tese include maintenance of ex—isting forest cover and implementation of retirement allowance in the
pri—vate sector and improvement of ru—ral roads,” the statement said.

The study was based on data from NGOs, news outlets and state institutions, the state~ment said.

—Mpolicy is considered failed if it is less than 20 percent complete, partly fulfilled if up to 50 percent
complete, and fulfilled if almost 100 percent is complete,” said Koul Panha, director of Comfrel.

For 17 targets that were more subjective—such as anti-corruption efforts—the organization conducted a
nationwide survey of 797 potential voters. Only 26 percent were fully satisfied with the government’s
work on those targets, while 62 percent were partly satisfied and 12 percent not satisfied.

Tith Sothea, a spokesman for the Council of Ministers, said it was important to look at the broader
successes and reforms overseen by the government.

—Economne growth is a very big success achieved with political stability and sustainable development,”
he said.

However, opposition lawmaker Son Chhay said some of the government’s achievements, par—tic-ularly
poverty reduction, were questionable.

—Peop may be able to earn a bit more money, but many people are in debt,” he said.

(Additional Reporting By Tej Parikh)
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