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ADHOC

The National Democratic Institute (NDI)

Cambodia Center for Human Rights (CCHR)
Cambodia-Canada Legislative Support Project (CCLSP)
NICFEC

Cambodia Development Resource Institute

US Embassy

French Embassy

Norwegian People’s Aid

Forum Syd

SIDA

IRI

Trocaire

Delegation of The European Commission to The Kingdom of Cambodia
STAR KAMPUCHEA

Khmer Institute of Democracy (KID)

Youth Resource Development Program (YRDP)

Khmer Kampuchea Krom Human Right Association (KKKHRA)
Legal Aid of Cambodia (LAC)

Community Legal Education Center

The Khmer Kampuchea Krom Community

NGO Forum

Center for Social Development
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Campaign funds discussed

THURSDAY, 27 MAY 2010 15:01 VONG SOKHENG (THE PHNOM PENH POST)
ASE

AT least 50 representatives of five political parties met with the election

monitoring group Comfrel on Wednesday to discuss the creation of a law that would
regulate campaign funding.

Comfrel executive director Koul Panha said that a majority of participants at the
meeting supported the proposed law, a draft of which he said would be written by
Comfrel in time for elections scheduled for 2012 and 2013.

“We would try to establish a law to make campaign funding transparent, and that
would control the revenue and spending of each political party,” he said, and added
that a final decision on whether a new law will be drafted has not been made.

The ruling Cambodian People’s Party, the Sam Rainsy Party, the Human Rights
Party, Funcinpec and the Nationalist Party were all represented at Wednesday’s
meeting.

Koul Panha said the draft law would call on the government to provide equal
campaign budgets for all political parties, and that this would help reduce the funding
gap between the CPP and opposition parties.

SRP lawmaker Son Chhay said a law regulating campaign spending should be
drafted as soon as possible.

“If [we] have that law, it can control the expenses for the election campaigns of
political parties during the election, and it could reduce the influence of the ruling
party, which has a big campaign budget because it gets a lot of income from private
companies,” he said.

HRP President Kem Sokha also said he supported the creation of a new law, and
that it could improve transparency and reduce the campaign budget of the CPP.

“I support a law that will give equal budget and equal media access during the
election campaigns, and | think that the elections have not been free and fair when
there was a lack of control of campaign finances, especially of the ruling party,” he
said.

Sokolac Tipor, deputy secretary general of the National Election Committee, said it
would be difficult to draft a meaningful law, given that campaigning in one form or
another seems to be going on constantly.

“It is difficult to give the definition of a campaign, because individual politicians are
going down to their constituencies almost every day to donate to their supporters,” he

VINIaANUAIS N QWU RN ATSUG) SIEIH
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said.

“That could be said to be part of a political campaign, or it could not,” Sokolac Tipor
added.

Government spokesman Khieu Kanharith could not be reached for comment on
Wednesday.
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Opposition Parties Team Up
For Campaign Finance Law

By EANG MENGLENG
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

Cambodia’s opposition parties
yesterday agreed to help draft a
new election campaign finance law
to reform a system they say is
mired in corruption.

With the practical details of a
draft left for future meetings, the
parties reached the agreement at a
workshop on campaign financing
organized by the Committee for
Free and Fair Elections.

Cheam Yeap, a lawmaker in the
ruling CPP who attended the event,
said he welcomed the idea.

“As I am the chairman of the
[National Assembly’s] Finance and
Banking commiission, I will review
it,” he said.

SRP lawmaker Son Chhay said
Comfrel would help the parties
draft the law.

“We have to reform this issue,”
insisted Mr Chhay, who accused
CPP candidates of accepting cam-
paign contributions in exchange for
promises of government jobs for
those who donate.

“The SRP is unhappy with gov-

ernment positions being connected
to money,” he said.

Human Rights Party lawmaker
Nhem Ponharith said current laws
allow for parties to draw equally
from a public fund during elections
but claimed that those laws had yet
to actually benefit any of them.

“If we can make this law, the
small parties can get a budget from
the government to campaign,” said
Thun Saray, executive director of
rights group Adhoc and a member
of Comfrel's board of directors.

Funcinpec member Tep Nuon-
ary said he hoped a new law would
help counter what he described as
the CPP’s monopoly on media
attention.

“T support the creation of this sug-
gested law to control llegal budgets,”
he said. “The [ruling] party uses mo-
ney illegally and there is no justice in
the broadcasting or media system.”

Mr Yeap suggested that any new
campaign finance law require par-
ties who draw on a public fund to
repay the money if they fail to win
at least 3 percent of the seats in the
National Assembly.
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